Nevada Youth: Passive vs. Active
Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) Consent
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Parental consent policies vary by county in o
Nevada. In 2019, six counties and their 6 0 /
school districts required active consent, that o

is, parents had to sign a permission form to The CDC requires Nevada to have a

allow their child to participate in the survey. minimum response rate of 60

The remaining 10 counties had passive percent. Individual school district
consent policies, meaning parents had to data may not be reliable if the

sign a permission form if they did not want .
their child to participate in the survey.™ response rate falls below this level.

2019: Survey Response Rates in High Schools

Eureka | 96.7%
Pershing | 92.9%
Mineral | 91.3%
Lincoln | 89.9%
Churchill | 87.7%

Carson | 87.3%
Humboldt | 85.0%
Storey | 84.1%
* ko | 78.7%
White Pine 78.5%
Washoe | 72.9%
Nye 65.8%
Douglas 63.4%
Clark 61.8%
Lyon 53.8%
Lander 11.3%
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Passive Active

ensures parents, guardians, and emancipated youth may review the
survey and receive written notice of the manner in which the survey
S B 6 9 will be administered, the manner in which the results of the survey will
be used, and the persons who will have access to the de-identified
results of the survey. Additionally, they may refuse to provide consent.

* The YRBS is a voluntary survey funded by federal and state
agencies.
* County-level data informs nonprofit and other entities on strategies

to address health-risk behaviors, bring program funding to
communities, allocate resources, and better inform policy.
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2019: Survev Response Rates in Middle School
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Passive Active

Studies have shown that passive consent can lead to higher participation
rates, be cost-effective, and alleviate the administrative burden on schools.*

In comparison, active consent can lead to biases and underrepresentation of
certain groups of students.®

The data addresses multiple public health concerns and informs entities on

local strategy development.
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Historically, coalitions have missed opportunities to obtain federal funds as Nevada
lacked the infrastructure to collect local-level data. The YRBS helps to meet this gap
and inform potential funders on local needs.

For more information, contact daedwards@washoecounty.us
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